One of the main exhibits in the National Air and Space Museum in Washington—SR-71A Blackbird. In service it has been a fascinating secret to the entire world. It is no less interesting on its well-deserved retirement (2012).



The Smithsonian's National Air and Space Museum. F-14 Tomcat.

I look towards the end of the al-
ley and I notice a shape that makes
my heart beat a little faster. I hear
Harold Faltermeyer’s music in my
ears. I quickly take pictures of the
MiG-15bis, F-86A Sabre, MiG-21F
and the F-4S Phantom II, in order
to finally get... yes! The Grum-
man F-14D Tomcat! I encounter

it live for the first time, and I am

very, very impressed. What a beau-
tiful airplane! The lines, the angles,
as if I was a part of some fairy-tale!
No wonder the whole world loves
the Tomcat. It's wonderful! When
standing near to the F-14 I start to
think that despite the fact that thou-
sands of aircraft were designed, not
all of them have become cult figures.

These unique aircraft were designed

by engineers who as well being called
true artists; they had their own vi-
sion on how a fighter jet should look.
Thanks to them, their designs were
not only compliant with the tacti-
cal and technical requirements, but
they also spoke to our senses. They
were. ... unique and beautiful! It sure-
ly is the case when it comes to the

Grumman F-14 Tomcat.

Enola Gay

| am taking photos of a Boeing Superfor-
tress No. 82, named Enola Gay! Yes, she’s
the one! One of the most important ac-
tresses of the events that took place on
August 6th 1945. That day in Hiroshima,
for the first time in the history of warfare,
using the above-mentioned airplane, a
nuclear bomb innocently named Little
Boy was dropped. Several seconds later
Little Boy took away lives of 70 thousand
people. | am an aviation photographer,
and | take photos of mainly military air-
planes. | often reject such thoughts, but
let’s face the truth—a vast majority of
military aircraft were created for the pur-
pose of killing. Of course, in many cases
lives were saved with the good inten-
tion of protecting others, nevertheless
it is the main reason military aviation
exists. As far as | can understand, killing
on the ground, during a fight, when sol-
diers have similar chances and the clev-
erer, quicker, better trained one is the
winner, | can't understand why aviation
is used to kill innocent, ordinary, defense-
less civilians. Mothers, children, the elder-
ly, who die in the so called name of pol-
itics carried out by other. It is a hot topic
of discussion. Had it not been for the vic-
tims of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the war
would have lasted longer and cost more
lives. Despite everything, the politics look
very different back in the headquarters,
where generals sit at their tactical tables,
things look very different from the cock-
pit of a bomber, and finally they look dif-
ferent from the point of view of a mother
carrying her child who sees death raining
down on her city. :(



Ameryka—
—Where it all began!

Whatever is said or thought about America,

it all began right here. I appreciate America

for being pioneers. For the fact that it gave
us the Wright Brothers, the Mustang, the
Tomcat, Discovery and the Raptor. I ap-
preciate America for being the pathfinder
of world aviation and contributing to air-

craft development! Thank You America!

A

B-17 Yankee Lady Flying Fortress over the Ocean (Jones Beach Air Show 2012).
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F/A-18F Super Hornet from VFA-106 Gladiators unit caught in a high-speed, almost supersonic pass (Jones Beach Air Show 2012).

Jones Beach. Super Hornet!

Suddenly, behind MarS’ back I can see a
fastmoving bright object. MarS! Incoming
Job! :) The object quickly becomes an F/A-18F
Super Hornet. The first high speed pass, and a
mass of incredible breaks. Well, I can’t say an-
ything but that I like it! In general I love the
way American military jets are displayed at air
shows. They do not focus on sophisticated aero-
batics, rather they display a variety of maneu-
vers that come straight from the dogfighting
manual and have typically military relevance.
The Super Hornet does not side step what peo-
ple are waiting for the most—high speed pass-
es and dynamic maneuvers that force the air
to get out of the aircraft’s way! I haven’t even
thought about it, as the Hornet starts to ready
itself to pose for the photos for which it has
become famous for. Oh yeah, here it comes!
A high speed pass parallel towards the coast
line and... the air explodes in the around the
plane, creating the Prandtl-Glauert singular-
ity, which forms a vapor cone around the fu-

selage! People yell out for joy! Why in Europe

are such high-speed passes so uncommon? It
must be such fun for the pilot, not to men-
tion the audience. The best evidence support-
ing this theory is the reaction of the crowd;

people talk about these very passes, they talk

about the afterburners, the dynamic breaks. ..

and nobody discusses planes doing long, beau-
tiful slow barrel rolls or a low-speed pass. The
Super Hornet executes a series of dynamic

maneuvers and flies away. Everyone is amazed!



Flares salvo by the Russian Strizhi aerobatic team and a Russian flag made using smoke from Sukhoi Su-25 planes during the 100™ Anniversary of the Russian Air Force air show in Ramenskoye near Moscow (2012).




Tu-160 Bomber on the static display (100VVS 2012). Soviet Concorde Counterpart—Tupolev Tu-144 (100VVS 2012).



French Dassault Rafale high-speed pass. Note a beautiful painting scheme (MAKS 2011).




McDonnell Douglas F-15 Eagle during its show—MAKS 2011 Expo.
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Precise flying by Italian Frecce Tricolori. A 100 years anniversary of the Russian Air Force in Ramenskoye Airfield, near Moscow (2012). Midnight Hawks—Finnish Aerobatic Team flying BAe Hawk, celebrating 100 years of Russian Air Force (2012).




Russian Aerobatic Team flying L-39C aircraft (MAKS 2011). Baltic Bees solo flying around the smoke left by his teammates (MAKS 2011).




100 Years Anniversary of the Russian Air Force. A unique performance!

After the MiG and Yak-130 shows, the Ramen-
skoye Theater stage is entered by a unique for-
mation! A monster diamond created by nine
mighty twin-engined MiG-29’s and Su-27’s,
Strizhis and Russian Knights flying together in
one big formation! The weather is beautiful—a
warm afternoon, great light conditions. Some
contrast appears into the bluest of blue skies
by some little clouds traveling low across the
horizon. This makes a beautiful backdrop for
this unique performance accompanied with the
thunder of 18 jet engines working at high RPM.
Firstly a low-pass right over us, as if the actors
want to introduce themselves to the audience.
Next a barrel roll—a whole formation barrel
roll. Next—a loop. The planes fly in a very sta-
ble and precise way, as if some puppet master
was guiding them through the sky. At the top of
the loop the formation vanishes into the cloud
to face us seconds later, with beautiful vortexes
trailing behind them. Everything seems to be
so light, so delicate. The maneuvers resemble
a unique dance. A dance just for us, the mag-
ic which is due to who the dancers are. They
are not ordinary ballet dancers. They are these
mighty, heavy, combat machines! Machines

with the best of the best in their cockpits, and

the apparent ease of their performance stems
from hundreds of hours spent in training for-
mation flying and flying individually. The in-
credible effort of every pilot and a full focus
is what is needed up there in order to keep a
balance between life and death! The dance is
unique due to the huge costs involved. One
thing is a price of a single plane, and the sec-
ond is the price of the fuel burnt during the
flight, be it in training or during the show, and
the third element is the cost of pilot training,.
If multiplied by the number of aircraft it may
make one get dizzy. And yet, they are doing it!
And yet, the pilots dance this incredible dance
at every air show. Against all the odds. Being
aware of what is happening above my head I
conclude that this is it. This is the goal of my
presence at every aviation event in Europe or
around the World! This incredibly beautiful
but dangerous, fascinating, difficult to recreate
and very expensive performance! Performance
that is unparalleled by nothing and nowhere
else, I love the excitement, I love the shivers
going down my spine, I love the thunder! My
thoughts are confirmed by hundreds of flares
launched by the planes. This kind of grande fi-

nale is a rarity, even in the Bolshoi Theater! :)
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Ruskiye Wityazi—the Russian Knights—majestic and in sync!
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An unique formation which consists of Strizhi and Russian Knights flying MiG-29's and Su-27's coming out of the cloud. The 100" Anniversary of the Russian Air Force, Ramenskoye (2012).




Strizhi—was this photo taken in the air? ;) (100VVS 2012). Su-27 as an artist painting the Russian sky (MAKS 2011).




Another new plane in the market, MiG-29 M2 the most modern derivative of Fulcrum (100VVS 2012). MiG-29 in a dynamic maneuver simulating air-combat (100VVS 2012).




Mighty multi-role Su-34 during the 100™ anniversary of the Russian Air Force, Moscow, Ramenskoye (2012).




Su-35 with Sergey Bogdan, a test pilot we've met at a party which started the expo, in the cockpit (MAKS 2011).



T-50 PAK FA. The latest Russian Sukhoi made design. Sergey Bogdan in the cockpit. (MAKS 2011).




What Axalp really is?

It is a peculiar kind of drug that get
you, sucks you in and does not let you
go! Especially if you are a true aviation
freak. It is a drug of quadrupled impact!
Firstly, it is a great friendly atmosphere,
both in the places of residence as well as

on the peaks of the Alps. Secondly, it is

you
lets you ¢
tion photos that ca

where else by an average ht

Eurocopter THO5 (Axalp 2010).




Axalp Style

It is wonderful! The sky is covered just
by a few clouds, only those sent by
gods, so that the photos are even more
beautiful. The atmosphere is unique.
Everyone is sure that the flights will
take part, but the organizer has not
confirmed it yet, announcing that the
decision will be made after 8 am. We
are waiting but in our heads we already
know. 8 am and the website confirms
what we already knew. The show will
take place according to schedule. Great
news. Amazing things are going to
happen! In fact, they are already hap-
pening. More and more people climb
the mountain, together with deoc,
spfl.pl member, who was late suppos-
edly because he was pouring lime over
the mountain tops, so that they look
as if they were covered in snow! :) In-

deed, the mountain tops are beauti-

fully white, the sun is shining, we all

smile! It’s amazing. ..

Our Joy grows just seconds before
9 am—the Hornet hour. Everybody
has their camera ready for an immedi-
ate shot. Everybody seems to be calm,
but the atmosphere gradually starts to
get tense—we don’t want to miss the
Hornets’ strafing run. If it is anything
like the last few years, in just a few sec-
onds a pair of F/A-18s are going to enter
the valley and fly past over us launch-
ing hundreds of flares! This very phe-
nomenon lasts only a few seconds, so
it is easy to be missed. Therefore we are
fully alert. Our eyes and ears are work-
ing even more intensely. Emotions are
running high. I love that feeling! Just
a few more seconds and... there they

are. A pair in a close formation roars

through the valley at an insane speed.
One more second and... the flares are
launched highlighting the slope in the
shadow! They go right over us! It is re-
ally a brilliant manoeuver. Add good

light conditions and right setup of your

equipment to the equation, and the
result must be great! There is no time
though to go through the taken pho-
tos. More Hornets appear and they
start shooting their targets in the val-

ley using their cannons! Axalp Style! )

Tens of flares from Swiss F/A-18's being a sign of opening the Axalp 2012 Air Show!




Hornets maneuvering through the Alps after shooting the targets (Axalp 2012).







Interesting highlight of Axalp 2012 show—IJAS-39C Gripen, which is to replace Swiss Air Force F-5E Tigers Il soon. Northrop F-5E Tiger Il after shooting (Axalp 2012).
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Patrouille Suisse—looks besthere, with the Alps in the background.
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F/A-18 Hornet and vortexes highlighted by the sun (Axalp 2012).

Wildgarst!

However, in Axalp there is one more
mountain. A mighty one, one looking
very dangerous. A mountain that makes
all the others look like hills. A mountain
which is located at the route of most pass-
es, and a mountain over which the fight-
ers fly after attacking their targets in or-
der to pass over it, inverted, as if it was a
bar in a high jump competition. A moun-
tain that everyone who ever has attended
Axalp dreams about and wonders, how
great it would be to get up there. The
mountain that appears in almost every

Axalp photo. The Wildgarst Mountain!

The Axalp KP is located quite far away
from Wildgarst, so anything that hap-

pens there is very far away. Even using

a 500mm lens (DX format—750mm)
it is very difficult to get an interesting
shot. We are all waiting for the moment,
when the planes shoot their targets on
the slope of the mountain. I have seen a
lot, I have experienced many low high-
speed passes, but Wildgarst is truly un-
paralleled! Far beyond the clouds you can
see a small point flying towards Axalp.
At a certain moment the dot starts to
show smoke, signs of shooting from the
onboard cannon. Next it goes towards
us and grows really, really fast! From
a little dot it transforms into a beauti-
ful F/A-18. At the last minute, when it
seems like it is going to hit us it inverts
and goes over the ridge! There are no he-

roes! Everyone flinches and sees the pilot

with a corner of an eye and the airframe

right over us, as if it was a roof! After just

a second you can stand up and take a

photo of the Hornet going through the
rocky valley behind Wildgarst! You feel

so alive in such moments! :)



F/A-18 Hornet posing almost 3000 meters above sea level, going inverted right over our heads (Axalp 2010).




F/A-18 Hornet in a rocky maze of the Swiss peaks (Axalp 2010).
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Northrop F-5E Tiger Il approaching us very, very, VERY quickly (Axalp 2010).
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foto-tip mecenasem dobrej fotografii

odwiedz nas na stronie internetowej
www.foto-tip.pl

foto-tip

wiecej niz pasja



http://www.foto-tip.pl

film

FESTIVAL

MIEDZYNARODOWY

FESTIWAL FILMOW LOTNICZYCH

JEDYNY TAKI FESTIWAL W EUROPIE /g

’

>V

£J N

“Odloty hesji 2” (“Hesja’s Highs 2”) is
a vast, second edition of my own avia-
tion photography album. Throughout
the contents I argue that Polish aviation
photographers are in the best place and
have the best working conditions that
let them pursue their passion! In order
to defend the thesis above I want to take
you on a photo journey of not only Polish
Air Force bases, but also to a trip around

the aviation events—from the Southern

part of Europe to the Polar Circle, from
Moscow to New York! “Hesja’s Highs 2”

contains over two hundred unique avi-

ation pictures and twenty excerts of my
reports from the aviation events during
which the photos were taken. Everything
is beautifully presented! The book is a
precious publication, the aim of which
is to not only reach aviation enthusi-
asts, but to inspire those who have yet

to wake to our passion.
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