











F/A-18 Hornet and vortexes highlighted by the sun (Axalp 2012).

Wildgarst!

However, in Axalp there is one more
mountain. A mighty one, one looking
very dangerous. A mountain that makes
all the others look like hills. A mountain
which is located at the route of most pass-
es, and a mountain over which the fight
ers fly after attacking their targets in or-
der to pass over it, inverted, as if it was a
bar in a high jump competition. A moun-
tain that everyone who ever has attended
Axalp dreams about and wonders, how
great it would be to get up there. The
mountain that appears in almost every

Axalp photo. The Wildgarst Mountain!

The Axalp KP is located quite far away
from Wildgarst, so anything that hap-

pens there is very far away. Even using

a 500mm lens (DX format—750mm)
it is very difficult to get an interesting
shot. We are all waiting for the moment,
when the planes shoot their targets on
the slope of the mountain. I have seen a
lot, I have experienced many low high-
speed passes, but Wildgarst is truly un-
paralleled! Far beyond the clouds you can
see a small point flying towards Axalp.
At a certain moment the dot starts to
show smoke, signs of shooting from the
onboard cannon. Next it goes towards
us and grows really, really fast! From
a little dot it transforms into a beauti-
ful F/A-18. At the last minute, when it
seems like it is going to hit us it inverts
and goes over the ridge! There are no he-

roes! Everyone flinches and sees the pilot

with a corner of an eye and the airframe
right over us, as if it was a roof! After just

a second you can stand up and take a

photo of the Hornet going through the
rocky valley behind Wildgarst! You feel

so alive in such moments! :)



F/A-18 Hornet posing almost 3000 meters above sea level, going inverted right over our heads (Axalp 2010).




F/A-18 Hornet in a rocky maze of the Swiss peaks (Axalp 2010).
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Northrop F-5E Tiger Il approaching us very, very, VERY quickly (Axalp 2010).
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foto-tip mecenasem dobrej fotografii

odwiedz nas na stronie internetowej
www.foto-tip.pl
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“Odloty hesji 2” (“Hesja’s Highs 2”) is
a vast, second edition of my own avia-
tion photography album. Throughout
the contents I argue that Polish aviation
photographers are in the best place and
have the best working conditions that
let them pursue their passion! In order
to defend the thesis above I want to take
you on a photo journey of not only Polish
Air Force bases, but also to a trip around

the aviation events—from the Southern

part of Europe to the Polar Circle, from
Moscow to New York! “Hesja’s Highs 2”

contains over two hundred unique avi-

ation pictures and twenty excerts of my
reports from the aviation events during
which the photos were taken. Everything
is beautifully presented! The book is a
precious publication, the aim of which
is to not only reach aviation enthusi-
asts, but to inspire those who have yet

to wake to our passion.
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